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..from Pastor Ed ...September 15, 2009

Doormats Indeed!

Blessed are you, when men shall vevile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in heaven.., Matt 5:11

But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which
hate you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you. And unto him who strikes you on the one cheek offer also the
other... Luke 6:27-29

Repay to no one evil for evil... Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay, says the Lord. Therefore, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of
fire on his head.” Rom 12:17-20

| am sometimes amazed at how self righteous we eaonie as Christians while
blatantly ignoring and violating one of our Lordisost basic commands to His New
Covenant peoplekove your enemies. When someone is confronted about this the
response is often, “Well, we are not called to berthats.” Excuse me? Bless those
who revile, persecute and abuse you; repay no aerlefa evil; do not avenge
yourselves; feed your enemies; turn the other cheeBounds pretty much like
“‘doormats” to me. The problem is that we so eaddyend the flesh by twisting the
Lord’'s commands into that which is acceptable ®mbrld’s standards. We are not at
all willing to accept the fact thathrist saidwe must die to self if we would be His
disciples (Matt 16:24-26; Lk 14:25-27; Gal 2:2014}. And if we are not His disciples,
then we have no Biblical basis on which to clainivadon by some superficial
profession. Friends, this is serious stuff!

How then should we respond to the insults and ieguof others? By the power of the
Holy Spirit we must willing, and prepare ourselwesface the inevitable affronts of
others graciously, with longsuffering and patie(Celos 1:11).

1. First, we must maintain daily communion with tberd, keeping ourselves in the
love of God (Jude 19-21); praying not to be lea itemptation (Matt 6:12-13); being
led by the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:8:14, cf vs9).



2. When others do offend or hurt us, we must rabistimmediate fleshly urge to
respond in kind or to lash out (Rom 12:17-20; P2628).

3. Flee to Christ immediately. Commit your painHion. Seek the grace to walk as He
walked (1 Peter 2:19-23; Heb 4:16).

4. Forgive. Be willing to let it go. Do nothingsel until youare willing. Forgivenessis

a choice, not a feeling. We choose to forgive, remembering our own infirdtebt
against God, which debt He has freely forgivenru€rist (Colos. 3:12-13). We must
never wait until the other person asks forgivendssus’ executioners weren’'t asking
forgiveness as they nailed him to the cross, yetfddgave them (Lk 23:34). Those
stoning Steven certainly weren’t repenting wheridngave them (Acts 7:59-60). Don’t
fall into the trap. Otherwise, you will be held kage by the offense. You will bear
needless suffering and subject yourself to gremptations to sin. While those who
harm you can'’t receive the benefit of forgivenessl they repent, you must not be held
captive by binding yourself with bitterness andargiveness (even though the flesh
actually loves obsessing about such things).

5. Pray for your enemies. If possible, bless theith wemonstrations of kindness. It
may be that that very witness will bring them tpewetance. If they remain hardened, it
isn’t wrong to remember that justice will be brotugh bear in God’s time; and that
those who have resisted the kindnesses of Godtaedscare heaping coals of fire upon
their own heads (Rom 2:4-5; 12:19-20; 1 Peter 2:23)

6. If the offender is a professing Christian, thafter we have cleared our own hearts
before the Lord, we must go and seek reconciliafimiowing Matt 18:15-20.

7. ALWAYS ask the Lord to give you grace to see liggson He wants to teagiou
through all this. Needed rebuke doesn’t always cpsty or with kind words; but we
always must be willing to hear it and, by His grdoenefit.

Merciful Father,

May the meekness and gentleness of Christ make us mighty to glorify You.
Struggling to die daily,

Amen

To comment, add a friend, or to ask more information about the salvation offered to us in
Christ, please respond to: pastored@ springwoodchapel.com

7o be deleted from this email put 'Cancel’ in the subject (ine.
© 2009 E.J.Ross lll, Springwood Publications.




