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The Exclusive Christ

| am the way, the truth and the life- no one comes to the Father but by me. John 14:6
...no one knows the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son reveals Him. Matt 11:27

Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, by
which we must be saved. Acts 4:12

There is only one road that passes by our churcannbt leave my office to begin my
journey home on any other road. | have only one option. No one has evetocomeafter a service
and said, “Pastor, it isn’t fair that | should have to get ondhatroad to start home. All roads should
be equally suitable on which to leave.” We all understand that iherdy one option—it is what it
Is.”

Now the message of the Bibletisere is only one road that goes “home”To most people today,
that sounds way too narrow-minded and bigoted. But, what if that @ysilre way it is? What if
there really is only one road to God?

Jesus said,am the way, the truth and the life- no one comes to the Father but.byame,...no
one knows the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son reveals Him.Apostle Peter
dogmatically stated\either is there salvation in any other, for there is no other namer Unedeven,
given among men, by which we must be sav&dhile, at first blush, this may seem unreasonable,
when we carefully consider who Christ is revealed to be in the scriptures, it shoutdebexadent that
there can only be one road to God. Please consider these seven exclusive truthsusbGhtides

1. Only in Christ is our need to personally know Goaddressed. When we consider that God in
His full essence is an eternal, infinite, and transcendent Spéritould not possibly comprehend Him
in any personal way unless He condescended to reveal Himself tByuthe fact and evidence of
creation people are accountable to recognize His existencey ardkt after Hind. But if we are left
on our own to figure out who God is, we will (as many do) invenb@ according to our own
imagination. Only through Jesus Christ has the true and living Godnadlss revealed Himself to
man. This is the miracle of Christmas. Consider this testimony from the Bible

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word wasASiatings
were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was Makted the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glorthaofy begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth. No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared®{He] is the image of the invisible
God.? For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are ih,easible and
invisible, ...all things were created by Him, and for Him: and He fsrbeall things, and by Him
all things consist’ For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest ffesh.? %Y God, who at
various times and in divers manners spoke in time past ...by the propheis these last days
spoken unto us by His Son, ...Who being the brightness of His glory, and thesexrprge of
His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had bylf-porged
our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on hi@ut.unto the Son He says, Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom.

As Jesus saidNo one knows the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son revedis Him.
2. Only in Jesus is thelebt of our sinpaid. We all have an unimaginable sin debt before God, who

is holy, and of purer eyes than to behold &if.we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and
the truth is not in u&® There is none righteous, no not dheAll have sinned and come short of the



glory of God'® Even in human terms, we understand that trying to do something geodvafte
done wrong cannot erase our legal debt. If | get a ticket fedspgtoday, | can’'t pay it by driving
well tomorrow. The debt still stands. How much more does our dafd stefore a holy God. He
cannot pardon us without also dealing justly with our offenses comnaitf@ithst Him. But in Jesus
mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kiskeathesrc® Through Jesus
God can remain holy and just and still justify the ungé@lysaiah beautifully portrays the atoning
work of Christ on the cross:

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for amiquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripesare healed. All we like sheep
have gone astra}/; we have turned every one to his own waytla@d ORD hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all. 5" 3356

Only in Jesus do we have the remedy for our sin

[The Son] having made peace through the blood of His cross, ...you, who were eneg¢edliand
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet He has now reconcilée inody of His flesh through
death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in Hissight.

3. Only in Christ Jesus is oumeed for a new nature— a new “hear’provided. The root of all
human need lies in the heart. Jesus sadat, from within, out of the heardf men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wicketbwst lasciviousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things cammeviithin, and defile the ma&h.
The Bible saysThe heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can krfdw it?

The reality is, we don’t become sinners because we sin— weaddecause our hearts are corrupt.
We all need a new heart— a new nature. This is why Jesus told Nicodemus,sndndevaut religious
leader,You must be born agaiand, thatunless a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of
God** Only Jesus can resurrect the dead heart, giving a personrsanew within that truly loves the
one true God, and desires to please Hineven when we were dead in trespasses and sin [He] made
us alive together with Chrisf”" 2° The Bible says that anyone is in Christ he is a new creatiofT...

4. Only in Jesus can we be robed ira perfect righteousness acceptable to GodAll our
righteousnesses are as filthy rdgsfore God® In addition to being forgiven and having a new nature,
we must have a perfect record of righteousness to be accepteodbyTais is calledustification-
being declared righteous, “just as if I'd never sinned”. Jesus,aakind’'s representative, lived that
perfect, sinless life before the FatAér.His perfect record ignputed(credited) to our account when
we come to faith in ChristTherefore we conclude that a manustified by faith without the deeds of
the law?® ...not having my owrighteousnesswhich is of the law, but that whichttsrough the faith

of Christ.?® For as by one man's (Adam’s) disobedience many were made sinnershembgdience

of one(Christ) shall many brade righteous™®

5. Only through Jesus do we havéhe indwelling presence of God the Holy Spirit, to equip,
instruct, lead and empower our lives for Him.Along with the promise of a new heart, this is the
great reality of the New Covenant promise given to the people ofirGthet Old Testamenf new
heart also will | give you, and a new spirit will | put within you: andill take away the stony heart
out of your flesh, and | will give you a heart of fleahd | will put my spirit within yod* Therefore,
Jesus is first introduced to us by John the Baptist as the one iwd® the Holy Spirif? Jesus,
Himself, indwells believers by the Holy Spirit. Jesus saidWithout me you can do nothifiy The
New Testament makes clear that it is the reality ofrilevelling Spirit that distinguishes the people of
God. As many as are led by the Spirit of Christ, they are the sons of°"Gbenyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Hfm.

6. Only in Jesus do we findsictory over the grave Death came because of dtor by one man’s sin
death came upon all men for all have sinfiedJesus alone, having dealt with sin, has conquered
death for all believers:or since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of th€ dead.
O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory? Trfgeteat brings death is sin... but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through Jesus CHrisdr our citizenship is in heaven,
from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Ciufist,will transform our lowly



body that it may be conformed to His_g)lorious body, according to the workindnibls We is able
even to subdue all things to Hims&¥ **?' The great and glorious news that consumed the early
disciples was that even physical death had been conquered by Jesus Christ!

7. Only Jesus will be our Judgén the end. He saidfor the Father judges no one, but has committed
all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son just as they honor the. Feitherho does not
honor the Son does not honor the FattferFor we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
...So then each of us shall give account of himself to*6@dd whoever was not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fifeBut if we have fled to Him in this life to receive ksith

all that He has done for us, thérere is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ.
Jesus assured us that the true belistaail not come into condemnation but has passed from death to
life.** .. For by grace are you saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it igftld God?

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whobkseede him should not
perish but have everlastin lif8.

Conclusion. Exclusively in Jesus Christ are these otherwise insurmountabtés of man completely
met: 1. The neetb personally know God2. to have ousins forgiven 3. to havea new heart 4. to
havea perfect record of righteousness. to havahe indwelling Presence of Ged. to havevictory
over the grave 7. to haveno condemnation in the judgmentThere is no other religion or religious
leader who adequately addresses even one of these issues, mathskeasn. Prayerfully consider
the claims of Christ. Ask the Father to reveal Him to yowyolif will believe, then cry out to Him for
mercy and repent- that is, turn from your life without Him tooellHim as Savior and Lord. Jesus
said,Whoever comes to me | will in no wise cast*6&orwhosoever calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be save®®

May this be your most blessed Christmas ever!

Holy Father,

Only because you sent your Son into the world, can we call you, “Father.” You hdeg¢haaCaptain
of our salvation the perfect Savior in every aspect (Heb 2:10). Yieidigen him a name which is
above every name, that before him every created being should baw2@®4il). How shall we
escape if we neglect so great a salvation (Heb 2:3)? Thankgdgou for your inexpressible gift (2
Corinth 9:15).

Amen
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