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The Contradiction of Christmas

Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watchiover the
flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold,
| bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born unto you this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ...You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling
cloths, lying in a manger.” Luke 2:8-12

The Christmas story with its shepherds, angels, manger scendgm@hriar and wise men has been

so ingrained in the hearts and minds of Christians that it would noeagg to miss the great
contradiction of Christmas. This collision of heaven and earth actually explatesowtradiction.

The angelic announcement to the shepherds that the Christ had beeroblorhave been to any Jew
the glorious realization of the hope of the ages. The seed of thanwmomised from the beginning -
the seed of Abraham who was to bless the whole world - thefddavid who was to reign upon the
throne forever - had finally come. Seven hundred years priohlsa@ned human language to tell of
His coming.
For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given.
And the government shall
be upon His shoulders;
And His name shall be called,
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace...
Isaiah 9:6

It certainly seemed absolutely fitting that such an announcementdimubade by angels shrouded in
heavenly glory and resounding with choruses of praise unto God. So fgwpd. The Messiah has
come! Where shall we find Him? Let us behold this glorious event!

Then come the unthinkable words, “You will find Him in an animal’slieg trough.” Surely this
must be some kind of cosmic joke. But - would these holy angé?s jBe, the shepherds hasten into
the town of Bethlehem and find it exactly as the angel had saidl tiArs begins the seemingly
endless train of contradictions surrounding Christ.

The eternal, infinite, divine Word has become robed in finite flé&ie Creator of the universe is now
cradled in a virgin’s womb Though He was in very form, God, yet He humbled himself to become a
obedient servarit. Though He was rich yet for our sakes He became Ppdbe almighty Law-Giver
was born under the law.

Throughout His life the contradiction would only continue. He was in thdyand the world was
made by Him, and the world knew Him rfofhe hope of Abraham was rejected by Abraham’s
children! The chief Cornerstone is rejected by the builfeFse Lion of the tribe of Judah would
become a bloodied LanibThe sinless Son would receive the wrath of the Father againgrs.’
The Light of the world would die in darkneSs The Altogether-Lovely-One would be marred beyond
recognition*? The Fountain of all life would be swallowed up in death.

And as if that's not enough, this “curse of the contradiction” would gegpass upon all who would



be associated with Him. The birth of this holy Child would meandéegth of thousands of other
children in Bethleher® The virgin highly favored by God would be pierced through with a swbrd
sorrow™® Indeed, the Prince of Peace would not bring peace, but a swondathlat divide nations
and familiest®> Those who would reign with Him must suffer with Hifh.Those who would be wise
must become fools for His sakeThose who would be strong must become wéakhe One who
came to set men free tells the slaves to obey their maténwe would inherit the world we must
become strangers and pilgrims in the wéfldf we would be lovers of God we must hate this present
world?" If we would live we first must di& What kind of Savior - what kind of Messiah is this?
Why would any follow?

Ah, here is the mystery of godliness. The Gospel of Truth bearinmgaktife is shrouded in
contradiction that is nothing but foolish, repugnant nonsense to the worldnafiml man cannot
receive the things of the Spirit, neither would he ever desire.th&ud has chosen the foolish, weak
and base things to confound the migHtye has chosen the contradiction. Seeing, they cannot see;
hearing, they cannot he&rTruly, unless a man is born again he cannot see the Kingdom &f God.

But to those who are called and given the sight of faith, the foolishwfe&od is wiser than men.
Christ becomes our wisdom, strength, righteousness, sanctificattbredemption before G3d. The
straight and narrow opens up into green pastures and broad strearasmghierd rest to our souls,
and discover His yoke to be easy and His burden fgifor now, the kingdom of God does not come
with outward observanc@;but to those who know its reality within, the angels’ chorus ringd bnd
clear —

Peace on earth, good will toward men!*

If you do not know that reality, please call upon God and ask Him to reveal His Son in you. May the
Contradiction of Christmas bring you everlasting peace.

Savior of the World,

Let our hearts be enlarged and enraptured by the spectadarafgming into the world. May we be
blessed to extend your kingdom as we celebrate your birth this Christmas.

Amen
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