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..from Pastor Ed ... April 06, 2010
The First Resurrection

For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to theem & the Son gives life to whom He will. ...Most
assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him whbleehas everlasting life, and
shall not come into judgment, biuhs passed from death into life Most assuredly, | say to you, the hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear wilblive
not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are ingtaaes will hear His voice and come
forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who havevdoie the
resurrection of condemnation. John 5:22-29

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which yeatkeckaccording to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, thié wpio now works in the sons of
disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in thef lostsflesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, jusibéseitse

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love wiiich He loved us, even when we were dead
in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and ugisedaiber,
and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jaatg) the ages to come He might show the
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Class. For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of worksHgsne should boast. For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which peepared beforehand that we
should walk in them. Ephesians 2:1-10

Whatever our interpretation dRevelationchapter20, in John chapter5:21-29 Jesus
clearly speaks of two resurrections — one spiritual, the othericph{gs. 24 & vss. 28,99
Those who hear the gospel and believe haveady passed frondeath to life At his
return, those in the graves shall hear and rise, either to theeatgnrof life or the
resurrection of damnation.

The moment Adam sinned, he died, and death passed upon all his descendants. ke was fir
immediately separated from unity with God, estranged from thieeFa spiritually dead

(Luke 15:22-2% Then followed, as a consequence, physical death. Since Adarerall

are born spiritually dead, and eventually, physical death foll®¥esn(5:12; 3:23; Eph
2:1;5). Clearly, God was not just being threatening, or exaggerative, when He prahounce
The wages of sin is deatfRom 6:23. And just as death corrupts spiritually and
physically, so there must be both aspects of resurrection if death is to berednque

Salvation, therefore, by the very nature of the caseesurrection. Jesus saltl,am the
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he mayhdishall live. And
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you behes/® (John 11:25); “I
am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6paul declaresFor since by man came
death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Atldie,aven so in
Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinth 15 21-22)herefore, the apostle insists that if
Christ is not risen from the dead, then our faith is vain, and setdlrin our sins — still
dead. { Corinth 15:12-1% If Jesus has paid the price of our sin on the cross,disat
mustbe conquered — He must rise from the deadlow Chrisis risen from the dead, and
become the first fruits of them that slept... (1 Corinth 15:20).



So, if there is to be a physical resurrection there mustidesa spiritual resurrection. A
dead person can never resurrect themselves. They ocailintiemselves to lifeJohn 1:
13). Only God raises up the deadChrist (Eph 2:1-10).Have you been raised to life in
Christ? As you consider the testimony concerning Christ, as peesinthe Bible, cry out
to the living God for mercy that he would reveal His Son in ysor. it is the God who
commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to djgkt tbe
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus GAr{Sorinth 4:. The word is
near you, in your mouth and in your heart (that is, the word of faith whigbreaech): that
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believeumhgart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart onevbsl unto
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

The Apostle Paul clearly proclaims the victory of salvatibmerefore do not be ashamed

of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share witim iiine sufferings for

the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a hol
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grhzd w
was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now beatedeby the
appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, whas abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel,

Easteris over for this year, but its truth is abiding and eterdalwho believes in the Son
has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall ndesbkat the wrath of
God abides on hingJohn 3:3§. And... If then you weregaised with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right handoof Get your mind on
things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidde@hvitt

in God. WherChrist who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory
(Colos 3:1-3.

Jesuss our resurrection and our eternal life!lWe are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

Lord of Life and Glory,
In Your mercies, raise many dead, today.
Amen
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